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Potable Water 

The Tallil Tent City water 
supply has been tested and 
approved for consumptive 
purposes, such as oral hy- 
giene, food preparation and 
ice production. Though the 
water is safe to drink, mem- 
bers may notice a chlorine 
taste to the water. Base medi- 
cal officials recommend 
people continue to drink 
bottled water simply be- 
cause it 1s readily available. 


New Triage Boxes 

The 332nd Expeditionary 
Medical Group has placed 
new triage boxes in Tallil 
Tent City for use in emer- 
gencies. These boxes con- 
tain litters, bandages and 
other material needed to 
assist members in treating 


injured personnel. Mem- 
bers are reminded to help 
take care of these boxes and 
not to waste the medical 
materials inside or deposit 
trash in the boxes. 


Smoking Areas 

Tallil Tent City residents 
are reminded to smoke 
only in authorized areas. 
These areas are clearly 
marked with an approved 
sign placed by the 332nd 
ECES Fire Department. 
While some members have 
created ad hoc smoking ar- 
eas — remember, if there is 
not an official sign at the 
location, it is not an ap- 
proved smoking area. 


Tent City Rules 

Tallil Tent City residents are 
required to read and adhere 
to the tent city rules while 
deployed to Tallil Air Base. 
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Photo by Senior Airman Karolina Gmyrek 
A HELPING HAND: Local national employees clean up after a meal at the 332nd Expeditionary Services Squadron's 
Tallil Tavern. The host nation support employees are now taking on on duties previously assigned to Tallilians. 


Tent City welcomes host-nation support 


by Airman 1st Class 
Kara Philp 
332nd AEW Public Affairs 


As the 332nd Air Expeditionary 
Wing continues making Tallil Air 
Base a better place to live and work, 
improving relations with local na- 
tionals is no exception. 

The 332nd Expeditionary Ser- 
vices Squadron began paving the 
way for other wing units by open- 
ing their doors to host-nation sup- 
port. 

“We have awarded service con- 
tracts that allow us to hire contrac- 
tors locally,” said Lt. Col. Andre 
Whisnant, 332nd ESVS commander. 
“Other contractors have come on 
base for one-time jobs, the differ- 
ence is now we have contractors 
hired on to perform service func- 
tions GI.’s would have done be- 
fore.” 

After extensive health screening 
and training from public health and 


their new supervisors, local nation- 
als have joined forces with services 
troops. 

Washing dishes, taking out the 
trash, bussing tables and overall 
facility cleaning are some areas the 
host-nation support employees 
will be helping with around tent 
city. 

“Our host-nation support will 
allow our food service specialists 
to focus on quality food produc- 
tion, while they perform the 
cleanup of the kitchen and dining 
areas,” said Ist Lt. Elenah Kelly, 
332nd ESVS deputy commander. 

The host-nation support plays 
an important role in the Services 
mission. 

“We are in the business of pro- 
viding the best possible food sup- 
port to our folks,” Lieutenant Kelly 
said. “The support of the local na- 
tional employees allows us to do 
our job more efficiently and effec- 
tively.” 


Hiring host nation support is an 
important part of Operation Iraqi 
Freedom. 

“By hiring local national em- 
ployees, we as a nation deposit 
money back into the local Iraqi com- 
munity,” Lieutenant Kelly said. 
“This will allow the reconstruction 
of the local economy and country.” 

The 332nd ESVS leadership and 
the dining facility staff ask service 
men and women to treat the local 
national employees just as they 
would treat anyone else they are 
working alongside — with respect 
and manners. 

“The local national employees 
are very friendly and are happy to 
be here,” Lieutenant Kelly said. 

The dining facility won’t be the 
only place local national employ- 
ees will be working — latrine clean- 
ing and trash hauling are among 
other duties projected to be con- 
tracted out to the employees in the 
near future. 
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Commander's 
Corner 


I'd like to thank everyone assigned to 
the 332nd Air Expeditionary Wing for 
their efforts in bedding down our new C- 
130 aircrews and maintainers. 

Thanks to your hard work, these new 


men and women joining Team Tallil over 
the next few weeks will have a safe, com- 
fortable place to live and work while 
they’re deployed here with us. 

I'd especially like to thank the mem- 
bers of our Civil Engineer and Communi- 
cation Squadrons — your efforts spear- 
headed this project, without them this 
Herculean effort would not have been 
possible. 

Thanks again to all of you — great job! 


LEI LL La 
Al 5 _| | _| a 
JSZAEW. actioniine@tlab.aorcentaft.af.mil 
The Commander's Action Line is the direct link to the 332nd 


AEW Commander, Col. Marke F. Gibson. It’s your opportunity 
to make Tallil Air Base a better place to live, work and play. 





Firstgive your chain of command and the appropriate base agen- 
cies a chance to solve the problem, but if you don't get a satisfactory 
answer, send an e-mailto 332AEW.actionline@tlab.aorcentat.af.mil 


Items of basewide interest may be published in the Tallil Times. 


, Ive noticed a lot of people walking 
=“ around base, even as individuals alone 
in a vehicle pass by. Is there a way to 
create a ‘Buddy Hop’ system where 
drivers would pick these people up? 


We should all look out for our fellow 
airmen, and people driving alone should 
offer pedestrians a ride — mission per- 
mitting. Mission needs come first, and 
sometimes this precludes offering help. 
However, there is a base shuttle service 
already in place, and Vehicle Dispatch 
offers a taxi service for official business. 
Contact your VCO or Vehicle Dispatch 
at 459-0268 if you have any questions. 
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Actor Brian Dennehy visits base 


LJ Veteran actor scheduled to sign 
autographs for troops at Tallil Air 
Base’s indoor theatre today 


by Master Sgt. Don Perrien 
332nd AEW Public Affairs 


You’ve may have seen him as Indiana basket- 
ball coach Bobby Knight, in ESPN’s adaptation 
of ‘Season on the Brink.’ Or you might have 
seen him as the local sheriff who kicked ‘Rambo’ 
out of town. In fact, 1f you’ve watched TV or 
been to the theatre anytime in the last 25 years, 
chances are good you’ve seen Brian Dennehy in 
at least one movie. 

Even if you’ve somehow missed those mov- 

ies, you can see Mr. Dennehy on base today, as 
the veteran actor of more 
than 50 movies and tele- 
vision programs is visit- 
ing Tallil Air Base as part 
of the Armed Forces En- 
tertainment program. 

The mission of the 
Armed Forces Entertain- 
ment program is to pro- 
vide high quality, high 
impact, live, free American entertainment and 
special events to the U.S. military forces and 
their families stationed overseas with a priority 
to remote and isolated locations, ships at sea, 
and contingency operations. The purpose of the 


Brian Dennehy 


~ NBC courtesy photo 
A TELEVISION FAMILY: Brian Dennehy and the 


cast of ‘The Fighting Fitzgeralds.’ 





Courtesy photo by Lorne Bridgman 
A SHOOT THE BALL: Brian Dennehy (r) as 


coach Bobby Knight and James Lafferty as Indiana 
basketball star Steve Alford as seen in ESPN’s 
made for television movie, ‘Season on the Brink.’ 


program 1s to lift the spirits and morale of de- 
ployed troops and maintain their readiness and 
effectiveness while serving in defense of our 
country. 

“T’m happy to have him coming,” said Staff 
Set. Amy Webster, 332nd Expeditionary Ser- 
vices Squadron AFE coordinator. “He is one of 
the few entertainers who volunteered to come 
visit us. 

“T’m thankful he is willing to cross that bor- 
der to come and see us — and I hope the rest of 
Tallil is as well,” she said. “Hopefully, this is 
only the beginning of what I hope to be more 
visits from AFE to come.” 

Brian Dennehy will be touring the base, vis- 
iting thewing’s flying units on the flightline and 
seeing the Ziggurat. In addition, Mr. Dennehy is 
scheduled to visit the Tallil Main Exchange, meet- 
ing with deployed servicemembers and signing 
autographs. 


Autograph 


EDITORIAL STAFF 


This funded newspaper is an authorized publication 
for members of the U.S. military services overseas. 
Contents of the TALLIL TIMES are not necessarily 
the views of, or endorsed by, the U.S. Government, the 
Department of Defense, or the Department of the Air Deadline for publication is 2 p.m. Thursday be- 
Force. fore the week of publication. All submissions are 
editied for content and Air Force journalistic style. 
Submission of articles and photos does not guar- 
antee publication. The editor reserves the right 
to publish, reject and edit all news stories in ac- 
cordance with the TALLIL TIMES editorial policy. 
For more information, visit the PA office located 
inthe WOC, call 459-0014, or e-mail the staff at 
tallil.times@tlab.aorcentaf.af.mil 


staff located in the Wing Operations Center 
(WOC) or can be sent directly to the newspaper 
at tallil.times@tlab.aorcentaf.af.mil 


ae 3 Col. Marke F. Gibson, USAF 
Whe cultl Times 332nd AEW Commander 
Oct. 3, 2003 1st Lt. Daniel DuBois 


Chief of Public Affairs 


Vol. 1, No. 21 


The contentis edited, prepared and provided by the 
Public Affairs Office of the 332nd Air Expeditionary 
Wlng. All photographs are U.S. Air Force photo- 
graphs unless otherwise indicated. 


Master Sgt. Don Perrien 
Editor 


The TALLIL TIMES accepts stories, photographs 
and commentaries, which maybe submitted to the PA 


Airman 1st Class Kara Philp 
Staff Writer 
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IN BRIEF 


All times are local. 


Worship is at 332nd AEW Chapel, 
unless otherwise noted. 


Catholic 

Daily Mass: Monday through 
Friday, 6 p.m. 

Vigil Mass: Saturday, 6 p.m. 
Sunday Mass: 8 a.m. 

POC: Ch. Eugene Theisen at 
459-0038 


Protestant 

Noon Prayer/Praise 

Monday through Friday, 11 to 
11:15 a.m. 

Contemporary Liturgical 
Communion 

Saturday, 7:30 p.m. 

Traditional 

Sunday, 9:30 a.m. 

Liturgical Communion 

Sunday, 10:45 to 11:15 a.m. 
Contemporary, Nondenominational 
Sun, 7 p.m. 

Gospel Service 

Sunday, 11:45 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 
POC: Ch. Rodger Ericson, 
459-0038 


Latter Day Saints 
Lay-Led Service 


o02nd AEW Warrior of the Week 


Sunday, 2 p.m. 
POC: Staff Sgt. Hager, 573-1107 


Jewish 

Lay-Led Service 

Friday, 8 p.m. 

POC: Ch. Ericson, 459-0038 


Muslim 

(LSA Adder Chapel) 
Prayer 

12:30 p.m. and sunset daily 


Women s 

Tuesday, 7:30 p.m. (chapel) 
Mens 

Tuesday, 7:30 p.m. (Chapel annex) 
Catholic (RCIA) 

Thurs, 6:30 p.m. (chapel) 
Catholic 

“Our Fathers Plan” Part 1 — 
Sunday, 6:30 p.m. (Chapel annex) 
“The Gospel According To John” 
Part II — Sunday, 7:30 p.m. 
(Chapel annex) 

Bible Overview 

Men and Women — Thursday 
7:30 p.m. (dining room) 

LDS Study 

Thursday, 7 p.m. (Chapel annex) 





Tech. Sgt. David Williams 


Unit and duty title: 332nd 
Expeditionary Communications 


Squadron Engineering and Installation 
communications cable and antenna 


systems journeyman 


Home unit: 215th Engineering 


and Installation Squadron, Paine 
Field, Everett, Wash. 


Why other warriors say he’s a 
warrior: “Sergeant Williams led the 


initial effort to repair a critical 
communications cable that was 





damaged,” said Maj. Mark Eubanks, 332nd ECS E&I flight com- 
mander. “He immediately recognized this cable served EMEDS as 
well as other high use customers within tent city. He quickly 
organized a repair team to begin the two-day effort to re-splice the 
copper and fiber optic cables. Due to the efforts of Sergeant Williams 
and his team, these cables were repaired in half the time normally 


required to do this type of repair.” 


Morale Calls 
Do not use workplace phones for 
morale call purposes. 


Driving on Base 

Speed limits on base are 20 mph. 
Helmets are required in all tactical 
All-Terrain Vehicles (ATV’s) and 
“Gators.” 


Run Routes 

Running in groups of two or larger 
is authorized in two locations: from 
the BX/PX parking lot and off the 
main gate road toward the burn pit. 
The required uniform is T-shirt and 
shorts or pants. Running 1s not au- 
thorized on any other road. 


Ammunition Storage 

The 38th Ordnance Group provides 
ammunition storage for units on 
Tallil Air Base. Contact Mr. 
Matheson at 573-1258 for more in- 
formation. 


Ziggurat of Ur 

Visits to the Ziggurat require a pass. 
For information, U.S. Army person- 
nel may call 573-1107. 


Air Force Services has expanded its 
tour schedule to include two after- 
noon visits to the Ziggurat. For more 
information, call the Air Force Rec. 
Center at 459-0121. 

The schedule is as follows: 


Saturdays, Tuesdays, Thursdays: 
10 a.m. (show time of 9:30 a.m. at 
the Rec. Center). 


Sundays and Wednesdays: 
2 p.m. (show time of 1:30 p.m. at 
the Rec. Center). 


AF Volunteers neetied 
Volunteers are needed for 5K Fun 
Runs. For more information, call 
AIC Bret Lockerbie at 459-0118. 


Volunteer drivers are needed for 
Ziggurat Tours. For more 
information, call Bernard Ashlock 
at 459-0117. 
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3ad2nd ESVS News 


“The Hot Spot’ Rec. Center 


Bingo is scheduled for 7 p.m. 
tonight at the outdoor theater. 


A rap battle and dance contest is 
scheduled for 8:30 p.m. tonight at 
the outdoor theater. 


A lip sync contest is scheduled for 
6:30 p.m. Saturday at the outdoor 
theater. 


What's playing? 

Tonight: 

Scary Movie (indoor at 6 p.m.) 
Saturday: 

Charlie's Angel 8 full throttle 
(indoor at 6:30 p.m.) 

Sunday: 

NFL (indoor at 5:30 p.m.) 
NFL (outdoor at 8 p.m.) 


Wednesdays: 

Check movie schedule what’s 
playing and enjoy ‘free ice cream 
before Wednesday movies.’ 


Thursdays: 

The 332nd ESVS is now offering 
Thirsty Thursdays, which include 
complimentary hot dogs, $0.50 
near beers and slushies. 


“Muscle Beach’ Fitness Center 
A tug-of-war contest is scheduled 
for 7:30 p.m. Saturday. 


Tent city residents interested in 
participating in Muscle Beach’s 
200-Mile Running and 100-Mile 
Walking Clubs should see unit 
sports reps. or call 459-0118. 


We’re now on 
the WWW! 


http://www.afnews.af.mil/ 


internal/tallil/Tallil. pdf 


Che Galli Cimes 
Keeping our airmen, 
their families and home 


units informed since 
March 16! 





ase = The Tallil Times / Oct. 3, 2003 





TC. 


by Master Sgt. Don Perrien 
332nd AEW Public Affairs 


n A-10 Warthog circles 
above the southern Iraqi 
esert before making its 


final approach to the near-barren 
flightline here. A blinding wind 
shaves the ground, creating a brown 
wall of dust between the plane and 
the runway. The A-10’s landing 
gear lowers into place as its nose 
tilts slightly upward. Seconds later, 
even in almost zero visibility, the 
plane touches safely down as if 
guided by unseen hands. 

Those unseen hands belong to 
the 332nd Expeditionary Commu- 
nications Squadron’s Airfield Sys- 
tems Flight and their Air Traffic and 
Control Landing System, or 
ATCALS. The ATCALS is a 
deployable equipment package, 
consisting of a tactical air naviga- 
tion system, a mobile control tower 
and radar systems designed to help 
aircraft land safely in low-visibil- 
ity conditions. 

“Without the ATCALS, our pi- 
lots would be flying blind,” said 
Maj. Maurizio Mazza, 332nd ECS 
commander. “And believe me, Iraq 
is not a place where you can afford 
to be flying blind. 

“We provide the pilots support- 
ing Operation Iraqi Freedom with 
an extra set of eyes and ears,” Ma- 
jor Mazza said. “With the weather 
conditions and other threats we have 
here, you need all the extra help you 
can get.” 

emperatures at Tallil Air 
[es can exceed 130 de- 
grees, and combined with 
ever-present wind and dust storms, 
create a difficult environment to 
setup and maintain delicate elec- 
tronic equipment like the ATCALS. 

Tech Sgt. Thomas O’Connell, 
332nd ECS Radar Maintenance 
NCOIC, describes the southern 
Iraqi weather and dust as “border- 
line miserable,” but he and his staff 
have used some innovative solu- 
tions in working around those ob- 
stacles. 

“The biggest problem we have is 
the heat — heat is the enemy,” Ser- 
geant O’ Connell said. “The hotter the 





ES 





equipment gets the more unstable it 
can become. Unstable is bad when it 
comes to precision radar.” 

To combat this particular enemy, 
the radar maintenance team at Tallil 
has worked from the outside in 
keeping the radars cool — and reli- 
able. 

“We have been using camo netting 
as a sunshade, since the best way to 
‘beat the heat’ is to keep the sun off 
the metal surfaces of the ATCALS 
equipment,” he said. “We’ve also 
added an additional layer of insula- 
tion and found ways to use bigger air 
conditioners than the ones the 
ATCALS deploys with.” 

The Precision Approach Radar 
used by the 332nd ECS is a good 
example of the squadron’s ingenu- 
ity. An Environmental Control Unit 
designed to cool an entire 2,000 cu- 
bic foot tent sits on the shelter’s 
roof. Ducts jut out from the ECU’s 
sides — one for the inside of the shel- 


ter, and the second sending cold air 
to the antenna boom. This reduces 
the temperatures not only from the 
heat of the sun, but from the radar’s 
internally generated heat as well. 


esides the physical 
changes, the 332nd ECS 
has developed flexible 


staffing and manning procedures to 
keep the ATCALS up and running. 

“Some of this equipment is re- 
ally old, and it’s labor intensive,” 
said Senior Master Set. Jeff 
Patterson, 332nd ECS Airfield Sys- 
tems superintendent. “Combine 
that with 24-hour operations cov- 
ering the entire southern portion of 
Iraq, and you’ ve got a challenge to 
work with. 

“So our key 1s being self-suffi- 
cient, and preventing failures,” Ser- 
geant Patterson said. “Not only did 
we increase the interval on the pre- 
ventative maintenance inspections, 
we decreased the distance between 
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Ve Deployable equipment, 
@® Deployable airmen 





Photo by Senior Airman Karolina Gmyrek 


A EASY DOES IT: Staff Sgt. Cary Hatch, 332nd Expeditionary Communications Squadron adjusts the TACAN 
deployed as part of the ATCALS here at Tallil Air Base as Tech. Sgt. Thomas O’Connell, 332nd ECS and Senior Airman 
Nicholas Allen, 332nd ECS install camouflage netting over the unit’s improvised shelter. The airmen are assigned to 
the 332nd Air Expeditionary Wing from the 1st Combat Communications Squadron at Ramstein, Germany. 


the maintainers and the equipment. 
We’re here when the operators find 
a problem, not back at tent city.” 

Such commitment to the mission 
has helped the ATCALS system 
maintain an unparalleled degree of 
reliability. 

“T can say that we have a near 
100 percent reliability rate on our 
ATCALS; it’s darn close,” Major 
Mazza said. “The people are what 
makes the difference. Having a 
deployable system 1s one thing, hav- 
ing deployable airmen to support it 
is another. Here at Tallil, with the 
ATCALS and the 332nd ECS — we 
have both.” 

Working together, the deployed 
airmen of the 332nd ECS and the 
deployed ATCALS at Tallil Air 
Base will continue to provide the 
A-10s and other aircraft flying over 
southern Iraq with an extra set of 
unseen hands to guide them safely 
home. 
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S afety First 


by Lt. Col. Paul Roberts 
332nd AEW Chief of Safety 


The Right Way to use a 
Portable Fire Extinguisher 





Do you know how it use a portable 
fire extinguisher? Each tent must have a 
fire extinguisher in addition to an 
operable smoke detector. There are four 
things to remember when it comes to 
using a fire extinguisher: 

Judgment — When you see smoke or 
fire you should use your own good 
judgment before you decide to extinguish 
the blaze. Ask yourself these questions: 
Is the fire limited in size and spread? 
(No larger than an office trashcan is a 
good rule of thumb.) 
~ Do [have an escape route if 
something goes wrong? 
~ Do you know the location of the 
nearest fire extinguisher? 

If you answer NO to any of these 
questions, evacuate the area. 

Communicate — Once you have 
decided to extinguish the blaze, make 
every reasonable attempt to tell at least 
one other person what you are doing. 
This person should notify others (fire 
department, security forces, sound the 
alarm) immediately. 

Ready the Extinguisher — Find the 
extinguisher (some extinguishers may be 
heavier than you think). Stand 
approximately six feet from the fire and 
extend the nozzle toward the fire. 

Use It — There is some method to 
this madness. If not followed correctly, 
time wasted may lead to more danger. 
Fire professionals use a technique called 
PASS. 

Pull the pin from the extinguisher. 

+ Aim the nozzle at the base of the fire. 
Squeeze the trigger of the extinguisher. 
& Sweep the agent across the base of 
the fire until the extinguisher is 
completely empty. Be alert for re- 
ignition. Once the fire is out, back 
carefully away from the scene. This will 
enable you to know immediately if the 
fire re-ignites. Sometimes, though, in 
spite of your best efforts, you may fail. 
Evacuate the area immediately. 

Knowing how to use a fire extin- 
guisher is an important skill. The best 
time to familiarize yourself with 
potential fire hazards is before the fire 
happens. PASS this information to 
others and remain vigilant. 
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AF announces O-5 selectees 


The Air Force announced Wednesday the 
majors selected for promotion to lieutenant 
colonel. 

Here at the 332nd Air Expeditionary Wing, 
four eligible officers will soon trade their gold 
oak leaves for silver ones. 

“Tt was an honor for me to inform these 
officers of their promotion,” said Col. Marke F. 
Gibson, 332nd AEW commander. “The Air 
Force was only confirming what I already 
knew — the members serving here at Tallil Air 
Base are among the service’s finest.” 

The Air Force will release the promotion list 
the first duty hour Wednesday (Thursday for 
Western Pacific bases.) The complete list of 
selectees will be posted Friday to the Air Force 
Personnel Center’s web page at http:// 
www.afpc.randolph.af.mil/oprom/. 


Congratulations to the 
332nd AEW’s 
Lieutenant Colonel selects 


a 


. ‘Tallil Air Base 
Scott Start 
Maurizio Mazza 
Mel Peterson 


Kirkuk Air Base 
Marcus P. Bass 





Congratulations to the 
332nd AEW’s October promotees! 


AIC Scott Moore 
AIC Joeseph Jahr 
SrA Francis Anderson 
SrA Ryan Brauner 
SrA Brandon Hatcher 
SrA Jason Mahaney 
SrA Damiso Shipp 
SrA Kristy Ward 

SrA Ryan Zickefoose 


SSgt Richard Pagan 
SSgt George Wolfe 

SSgt Jamal Wynn 

TSgt Marcus Armstrong 
TSgt James Million 
TSegt Virginia Race 
MSst Joseph Bellini 
SMSet Jeffrey Patterson 
SMSet Carl Walters 





Photo by Col. Jay Johannigman 
A SLEEP WELL: A young Iraqi child rests in the EMEDS facility here at Tallil Air Base. Members 
of the 332nd Expeditionary Medical Group cared for the child after he was injured during an 
accident involving one of the vehicle convoys en route to the base. The child was released 
Wednesday morning and returned to his family after receiving medical care here. 
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From WOC to WOW 


332nd AEW Top 3 renovates conference room 
as legacy project honoring Tuskegee Airmen 


by 1st Lt. Daniel Dubois 
332nd Public Affairs 


The wing’s senior enlisted leadership 
transformed the weathered Wing Conference 
Room into the new Tuskegee Airmen Heritage 
Hall in a frenzy of nails, wood and sweat. 

The 332nd Air Expeditionary Wing’s Top 3 
organization finished the project honoring the 
wing’s legendary heritage late Sunday 
afternoon. 

We wanted to leave a permanent legacy for 
others to be proud of, explained Master Set. 
Eddie Johnson Sr., 332nd Expeditionary 
Logistics Readiness Squadron flight service 
center supervisor. 

The question for the Top 3 was what kind 
of project could accomplish that end. 

“We brainstormed for a way for the AEF 
Blue Top 3 to leave something for the next 
rotation,” Master Sgt. James Nelson, tower 
control chief and Top 3 president said. 

After brainstorming and consulting key 
base leadership, the group decided transform- 
ing the Wing Conference Room was the right \ 


mission to accomplish their goal. Photo by Airman 1st Class Kara Philp 
According to Sergeant Nelson, once they THE RIGHT CUT: Master Sgt. James Nelson cuts a piece of plywood, while Master Sgt. Artie 

Pearson holds it in place. The 332nd Air Expeditionary Wing’s Top 3 members used the plywood as 

paneling in creating the wing’s new Tuskegee Airmen Heritage Hall as the Top 3 legacy project. 





selected the project and began the work, 
leaders from all the different units brought 


their expertise and skills tackling the much- “When the game is on the line, winners want “It’s an honor,” said Sergeant Johnson. “We 
needed renovation. the ball. These winners took the ball and ran have the chance to honor people who have left 
The result is a permanent legacy from the with it.” behind their own legacy. The fact that they 
AEF Blue rotation, for AEF Silver and future Ultimately, the hard work of making things were A frican-Americans makes me even more 
rotations to appreciate. better can be rewarding, as members working proud.” 
Leaving a legacy for the next rotation isthe | on the renovation project discovered. Many of the leaders expressed the 
desire of every great leader, 332nd AEW When we began the project, there were a importance of not only this project, but also 
Command Chief Master Sgt. Fest Miles said. few logistical problems that needed overcom- other self-help projects around the base. 
“Their actions show they are committed to ing, Sergeant Nelson said. It felt good seeing “It creates a sense of pride in the unit,” 
making things better,” Chief Miles said. everyone come together, making it happen. Johnson explained. “You can take pride that 


you helped create something improving life 
here.” 

“You really develop an appreciation of 
improvements when you put your heart and 
soul into it,” Chief Miles said. “It’s a great 
opportunity to develop camaraderie and to 
know people on a personal level.” 

Each Tallil member should identify 
something around their area that needs 
improving and make a commitment to fixing it, 
Chief Miles said. 

The members of the Top 3 identified and 
fixed this one thing the improvement is 
noticeable. 

, Dhar By TStEE Dana) TE “Now that we are finished, it looks almost 
LASTING LEGACY: The 332nd Air Expeditionary Wing’s Top 3 gather around the organization’s _ like any conference room you would see in the 
legacy project — Transforming the Wing Conference Room into The Tuskegee Airmen Heritage Hall. States,” said Sergeant Nelson. 
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Army’s first R&R troops arrive stateside 


L)Soldiers on break from Iraq: plans 
range from marriage to football 
by Beau Wittington 


Army News Service 


BALTIMORE -— The first 192 troops to re- 
turn to the states under the Operation Iraqi Free- 
dom “Rest and Recuperation” Leave Program 
arrived at BWI Airport this morning. 

While the group was homogenous in their 
desert camouflage uniforms, their directions were 
as varied as their personalities. Some were headed 
home just to share time with family and friends, 
as they rest from the stresses of the desert mis- 
sion. One was looking forward to his wedding 
and one looking forward to his son’s birth within 
the next 48 hours. 

Numerous others where heading home to see 
newborns they’d never seen. But one, simply 
wanted to see his Alabama Crimson Tide beat 
14th ranked Arkansas. 

A handful of family members began to gather 
an hour before the 7 a.m. scheduled flight. 

One of them, 21-month-old Angelina Short, 
seemed a little confused as she quietly waited in 
momma Melissa’s arms. Though she didn’t real- 
ize daddy Spc. James Short would be home for a 
short break from his 4th Infantry Division mis- 
sion, she soldiered on with a grin anytime a re- 
porter pointed a camera her way. Sister Rachel 
was a little calmer, as she slept her way through 
the commotion. The 8-week old couldn’t miss a 
father she’d never seen. 

The media frenzy began, as the Soldier’s be- 
gan arriving through customs. First out of the 
gate was Spc. Adrian Dupree. Cameras and mi- 
crophones surrounded him — reporters knew 
his plans. 

Waiting in the wings was Mirasha Pompey, 
Dupree’s high school sweetheart. During 
Dupree’s leave the 24-year old lovebirds plan to 
matry. 

“It’s about time,” Pompey said. “Ten years 
is a long wait.” 

When the reservist deployed in March he 
promised Pompey he’d be home as soon as pos- 
sible to share the vows. He saw the leave as an 
opportunity to keep his promise. He admitted 
it would be difficult to return to the desert, but 
said the break would provide, “The vigor and 
confidence to complete the tour.” 

Once the Soldiers satisfied the media’s hun- 
ger, they headed in different directions. Some 
for phones, some to rearrange travel and some 
just wanted a hot shower. 

Sgt. Donald Stanford was headed home to 
see his wife and five children — ages 7 to 2. 

“This is great,” the Kansas native said about 
being able to see his family after five months. “I 
thought it’d be at least a year.” 


Stanford’s mission with the Ist Armored D1- 
vision 1s, “keeping the streets safe and helping 
the Iraqis get back to business,” he said about 
peace keeping. 

“Some people love us, some hate us,” he said 
about the Baghdad view of his job. “You just 
have to deal with the people.” 

Spc. Robert Hernandez headed straight for 
the ticket counter. His goal was to do whatever 
he could to avoid a six-hour layover in his trip to 
North Carolina. He said he’s in a hurry to see the 
5-month-old he’s never seen. 

“T didn’t think I’d get to see them until Janu- 
ary,” he beamed about his short-notice trip. He 
knew there were plans for the new R&R, but 
like the rest, he wasn’t sure when it would begin. 

“T’d come in from a mission and gone to bed,” 
he recalled about the last 36 hours. “Then the 
first sergeant tapped on the shoulder and said, 
“pack your bags, you’re going home.’ I thought I 
was Sleeping, but I got up to be sure.” 

Spc. Timothy Martin headed to the phone to 
call his wife to come pick him up. He said having 
only five hours notice before he departed, he 
wanted to make sure he made it on time before 
his wife began the drive from Williamsburg, Va., 
to pick him up. 

Though their destinations varied and many 
would have liked more time to prepare, they all 
showed appreciation for the free trip home. 

Under the program, service members and 
DoD civilians serving 12-month tours in hostile 
fire or imminent danger pay areas can qualify for 
15 days of chargeable leave and a free flight to 
either Germany or the United States. Troops 
become eligible for the respite once they have 
boots on the ground for 89 days, but leave must 
be taken prior to the 11th month of their tour. 

“The program enables our service members 
to get away from the stresses associated with 
their missions and to focus on family and friends,” 
said Lt. Col. Lorelei Coplen, Army G-1 spokes- 
woman for the program. “We see this as an in- 
vestment in our force’s quality of life that will 
actually improve readiness.” 

Beginning today, one flight a day will carry up 
to 270 troops from Kuwait City to Baltimore. The 
flight will stop at Rhein Mein Air Base in Frank- 





Photo by Army Staff Sgt. Carmen Maldonado 
A WELCOME HOME: Spc. James Short holds 
his 8-week-old daughter Rachel Elena for the 
first time after arriving at BWI airport, Md., Sept. 
26, for a two-week rest and recreation pass 
from his tour of duty in Iraq. 


furt, Germany, for refueling. Passengers who wish 
can depart the flight there for their leave. 

In the first group using the program, 78 Sol- 
diers opted to spend their R&R in Europe. 

“The leave clock begins ticking at midnight 
the day troops get off their flight and stops when 
they sign back in for a return flight,” Coplen 
said. “We don’t want to charge leave to anyone 
who may have to wait for delayed flights.” 

Program officials are already looking at ways 
to extend the program, Walt Wood, Army G-1 
point man for the program, explained. 

“We are trying to add more entry ports in the 
continental U.S. to provide more equity to the 
soldiers,” he said. “We want to get them closer 
to home.” 

Wood said long-range plans call for as many 
as three flights a day supporting 650 troops. 
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McGuire NCO gives wife priceless gift 


by Staff Sgt. Christin Michaud 
305th Air Mobility Wing Public Affairs 


MCGUIRE AIR FORCE BASE, N.J. 
(AMCNS) - Flowers, chocolates and jewelry are 
gifts any woman would love from her husband. 
There’s even the famous saying: “Diamonds are a 
girl’s best friend.” Sometimes though, the most 
precious gifts are ones that can’t be bought — like 
the one Staff Sgt. Anthony Lucas, 605th Aircraft 
Maintenance Squadron, gave to his high school 
sweetheart and now wife, Natasha Wellington- 
Lucas. 

After battling high blood pressure for many 
years, and after learning just two years ago that her 
kidneys weren’t functioning at their full capabili- 
ties, Ms. Wellington-Lucas was diagnosed in March 
with end stage renal disease. 

“T didn’t realize having uncontrolled high blood 
pressure could lead to this problem,” said Ms. 
Wellington-Lucas, who learned she had high blood 
pressure at the age of 18. “Since then I have been 
on a ton of different medications; most of them 
stopped working after a few months. I didn’t take 
this as seriously as I should, so I wasn’t prepared 
when my kidneys began to fail.” 

Blood pressure is the number two cause of 
ESRD behind diabetes, according to the National 
Kidney Foundation. ESRD occurs when the kid- 
neys are no longer able to function at a level neces- 
sary for day-to-day life. 

“T totally lost my appetite and felt sick to my 
stomach most of the time,” she explained. “This 
caused me to lose weight. I also felt very weak.” 

ESRD is fatal unless treated with dialysis or a 
kidney transplant. 

“T have been on dialysis since March,” Ms. 
Wellington-Lucas said. During dialysis she is 
hooked up to a machine that does the work of her 
kidneys. After three months of dialysis, she de- 
cided she wanted to go back to work. 


“Three days a week 
I have to get up at 4:30 
a.m. to get to my treat- 
ment (which lasts) from 
6 to 10:30 a.m.,” she 
said. She then works 
from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
“Since my husband 
works in the evenings, 
I take care of my two 
sons on my own. It can 
be very draining.” 

Since she was diag- 
nosed with ESRD, the 
couple has tried to keep 
things as normal as 
possible, Sergeant 
Lucas said. Going out 
to dinner or watching 
reruns of “‘Seinfeld’’ and 
“The Family Guy” are 
some things they enjoy doing together. They have, 
however, had to make some adjustments. 

“When I cook dinner, I have to consider 
Natasha’s diet,” he said. 

“On the renal diet, I have to limit how much I 
drink and avoid foods with high potassium and 
phosphorous content,” she said. “It 1s difficult to 
stick to, because just about everything contains 
potasstum and phosphorous.” 

Some of the foods she can’t eat include oranges, 
nuts, potatoes and chocolate. In order to maintain 
her weight, she eats a lot of protein. 

‘After the operation, I will no longer be on this 
diet,” Ms. Wellington-Lucas said. “I look forward 
to having a baked potato.” 

When they were told she had ESRD and would 
need a kidney transplant, Sergeant Lucas, without 
any hesitation, offered his. 

“I’ve known Natasha most of my life,” Ser- 
geant Lucas said of his wife of four years. “I would 
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October 8, 1943 
Davis Takes Command 


Col. Benjamin O. Davis, Jr. 
becomes the commander of the 
332nd Fighter Group one year 
after its formation. The fighter 
group moved from Tuskegee, 
Alabama and started training for 
war at Selfridge Field, Michigan. 
Colonel Davis will soon lead the 
Tuskegee Airmen to the next 
stop — Montecorvino, Italy, at 
the height of WW II. 








Photo by Denise Gould 


A THANKS: Husband and wife, Natasha Wellington-Lucas and Staff Sgft. 
Anthony Lucas, 605th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron, spend some quality 
time together before undergoing a kidney transplant Sept. 23, in which 
Sergeant Lucas was the donor and his wife, the recipient. 


do anything for her. It doesn’t matter what it is.” 

When asked what he needed to go through to 
determine if he was a match, Sergeant Lucas’ an- 
swer was, “A lot of blood work and a prayer.” 

“By some miracle it turns out he was a match,” 
Ms. Wellington-Lucas said. “If someone you know 
is in need of an organ, please consider being a do- 
nor. You will save their life. It 1s the greatest gift 
you could give someone. And once you recover, it 
will not affect your health at all.” 

On Sept. 23, the couple underwent the exten- 
sive medical procedure at Robert Wood Johnson 
University Hospital in New Brunswick, N.J. The 
surgery took approximately four hours for each of 
them. As a result, Sergeant Lucas will be out of 
work for two to four weeks recovering and helping 
his wife recover. 

Sergeant Lucas’ section chief, Master Sgt. James 
Harrison, 605th AMXS, said people like Sergeant 
Lucas are few and far between. 

“For someone to give up themselves like that, 
he’d do that for just about anyone here too - shows 
what a great guy he is,” he said. 

“T can’t describe how supportive the 605th has 
been,” said Sergeant Lucas, of the backing he re- 
ceived from his squadron. “My flight commander, 
flight chief and section chiefs have been incredible. 
Their doors were always open. I probably 
wouldn’t have gotten this far without them.” 

This romantic had no problem giving the ulti- 
mate gift for his wife. He said the best memory he 
has with his wife is of the day they finally said ‘I 
do.’ “I’ve known Natasha most of my life. All I 
wanted to do was help Natasha through this.” 

Some husbands give their wives flowers. Natasha 
Wellington-Lucas’ husband, however, gave her the 
opportunity to live a normal life, and eat baked 
potatoes, too. 

With this act of kindness, she said, “He is truly 
a hero in my book.” 
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Photo by Steve Wallace 


A FIRST OF ITS KIND: The 325th Fighter Wing’s first permanently-assigned F/A-22 Raptor landed at Tyndall Air Force Base, Fla. Sept. 26. Tyndall, an 
Air Education and Training Command installation, was selected to serve as the Air Force’s primary F/A-22 training base. 


AF’s first Raptor arrives at Tyndall 


by Tech. Sgt. Dan Neely 
325th FW Public Affairs 


TYNDALLAIR FORCE BASE, 
Fla. (AFPN) — The first opera- 
tional F/A-22 Raptor was delivered 
to the Air Force’s F/A-22 school- 
house here Sept. 26. 

Tyndall, once known as “The 
Home of Air Superiority” became 
“The Home of Air Dominance,” 
with the arrival of its first F/A-22. 
The Raptor will eventually replace 
the F-15 Eagle and sets the founda- 
tion for the next generation of com- 
bat-fighter pilots. 

Lt. Col. Jeffrey Harrigian, com- 
mander of the 43rd Fighter Squad- 
ron here, flew “Raptor 18” from 
the Lockheed Martin Corp. assem- 
bly plant in Marietta, Ga., to 
Tyndall. Harrigian’s squadron will 
train future F/A-22 pilots. 

“This is truly a historic event 
for Tyndall and the U.S. Air Force,” 
said Brig. Gen. Larry New, 325th 
Fighter Wing commander. “We’re 


very excited down here — both the 
people here at Tyndall and our lo- 
cal community partners — about 
standing up the Air Force’s very 
first operational F/A-22 squadron, 
bringing in the next chapter of Air 
Force history in air dominance and 
serving our nation.” 

“This 1s a great honor for me per- 
sonally,” Harrigian said. “I never 
thought I’d have the chance. This is 
a huge day, not just for the 43rd and 
the 325th, but for the entire Air 
Force and Bay County. I think 
we’re all really proud to have the 
airplane here.” 

Harrigian thanked the entire 
Raptor team — base members, con- 
tractors and the community. 

“T know it’s been years and years 
of effort. From the bottom of my 
heart, I really do appreciate it,” he 
said. “We'll do it right here, and just 
as General New said, ‘this is just 
the beginning.’ Air dominance will 
be our job and we look forward to 
doing that.” 


The F/A-22, the Air Force’s pre- 
miere fighter, is a multi-role aircraft, 
designed to perform both air-to-air 
and air-to-ground combat missions. 
The Raptor elevates U.S. techno- 
logical advantages and updates ‘70s 
technology using stealth, integrated 
avionics, maneuverability and 
supercruise (the capability to reach 
and maintain supersonic speeds 
without using fuel-expensive after- 
burners). These characteristics will 
provide the warfighter air domi- 
nance in any battlespace, according 
to officials. 

The F/A-22 1s a critical compo- 


Nickname: Raptor 
Crew: | Pilot 
Role: Air-to-air and 


Air-to-ground attack 
Cost: $100+ million 


(Note: figure may fallas roe 
additional units are bought) |2ai 





nent of the Global Strike Task Force 
designed to project air dominance, 
rapidly and at great distances, to 
counter and defeat threats that will 
attempt to deny access to our 
forces. The F/A-22 cannot be 
matched by any known or projected 
adversary fighter aircraft. 

The 325th FW, which trains F- 
15 pilots, air-battle managers, in- 
telligence officers and air traffic con- 
trollers, was officially selected as 
the site for the F/A-22 pilot train- 
ing program in August 2000. 

Tyndall is expected to receive 50 
Raptors over the next two years. 
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Firefi ighters crowned as volleyball champs 


Photo by Senior Airman Karolina Gmyrek 
A GET DOWN: Eight teams competed in the wing’s 
intramural volleyball championship this week. The 





L) Civil Engineers survive three-day, eight- 
team tourney by downing ECS #1 in finals 


by Staff Sgt. Terry Jones 
332nd ESVS 

An eight-team, three-day single-elimination 
intramural volleyball playoff finally wound 
down to the much anticipated championship 
contest Thursday night at the Tent City 
Volleyball Court. 

The 332 Expeditionary Civil Engineering 
Squadron Firefighters and 332 Expeditionary 
Communications Squadron team #1 squared off 
for the intramural volleyball championship 
after impressive Wednesday semifinal 
victories. The Firefighters dispatched ECS #1 
in straight games, 15-10, 15-10. The win 
completed the Firefighter’s undefeated season. 

The road to the finals was eventful for both 
teams. The Firefighters trounced ECS team #2, 
15-4 and 15-8, then scored a convincing 15-9, 
15-7 triumph over their ECES team #1 
counterparts. 

ECS #1 worked their magic into the 
championship match by whipping the 332 Air 
Expeditionary Wing 15-1, 15-12, then defeated 
the 332 Expeditionary Operational Support 


Intramural Volleyball 
Final Standings 


Fire Department 
ECS 1 
EOSS 
ESVS/EMXS 
ECES 

LRS 2 

AEW 

ECS 2 

LRS 1 
EMEDS 
ESFS 


© NO %©o KR ATA DD DD O 
Co NN A Aa a a we A Oo 


POSTAL 


tournament completed the volleyball season. 


Intramural Basketball Wrapup 
Services survives double OT, ESFS remains among unbeaten 


by Staff Sgt. Terry Jones 


332nd ESVS 


The 332 Expeditionary Ser- 
vices Squadron narrowly escaped 
with their lives in intramural bas- 
ketball play Wednesday. 

The 332 Expeditionary Main- 
tenance Squadron took Services to 
the limit before coming out on the 
short end of a 50-48 double over- 
time barnburner. 

Both teams started slowly, tak- 
ing almost two minutes off the clock 
before the first field goal was scored. 
Services finally surged ahead late in 
the half to take a 16-11 halftime 
lead. 

EMXS came out strong in the 
second half, beating Services’ full 
court pressure defense for easy 
scores. Services began taking the 
ball inside, which paid big divi- 
dends. Three EMXS players ended 
up fouling out. However, Service’s 
ineptitude at the free throw line kept 
EMXS in the game. 


Both teams scored six points in 
the first overtime. Services finally 
pulled the game out with a field goal 
with less than 10 seconds remain- 
ing in the second overtime. 

In a battle of the unbeatens, the 
332 Expeditionary Security Forces 
used their superior size to hold off 
the 332 Expeditionary Logistics 
Readiness Squadron 39-32. 

ELRS used their speed to race 
out toa 17-12 halftime lead. But 
the ESFS quintet finally started 
using their size to wear down the 
smaller ELRS unit. ESFS continu- 
ally got the ball inside for easy 
scores or got to the free throw 
line, converting most of their at- 
tempts. 

In other action Wednesday, The 
332 Expeditionary Operation Sup- 
port Squadron defeated the 332 Ex- 
peditionary Civil Engineering 
Squadron Firefighters 37-26, while 
332 ECES downed the 439th Quar- 
termasters 33-28. 

Tuesday’s play saw the 332 Ex- 


Squadron 16-14, 11-15, 15-8. 


peditionary Communications 
Squadron win big by a 49-32 score 
over the 332 Air Expeditionary 
Wing, ESFS nipped ECES 42-37, 
EOSS trounced the 332 Expedition- 
ary Aircraft Maintenance Squadron 
49-27, and the 332 Expeditionary 








Photo by Senior Airman Karolina Gmyrek 
A KEEP MOVING: Intramural basketball play continued this week as teams 
jostled for position in the league standings. Only two undefeated teams 
remain after the first two weeks of league play. 


Medical Squadron just got past 
EMXS 37-33. 

ESVS began play Monday by 
running roughshod over the 
Firefighters 47-16, ELRS thumped 
AEW 40-29, and ECS slipped past 
439 QM 42-41. 


